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States in armed conflict in 2003 with less than 1/3 of population under 15 years of age

States in armed conflict in 2003 with more than 1/3 of population under 15 years of age

Child fighters under 15 years of age reported in armed conflict during 2003
� Project Ploughshares 2004

Children and Armed
Conflict 2003

Almost three-quarters of the states 
at war in 2003 had populations with 
a high proportion of children (children
under 15 made up more than one-
third of the population).

The vast majority of armed conflicts
involve the use of child combatants
under 18 years of age. In over half of
the states at war in 2003 there were
reports of combatants under 15.

Major sources: Human Development Report 2003; Child Soldier Use 2003 (Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers).


