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Peace agency hires new director

Co-founder Ernie Regehr decides on
less public role at Project Ploughshares

By PHILIP JALSEVAC
RECORD STAFF

WATERLOO

ohn Siebert is the first to admit he

has some big shoes to fill as the new
executive director of Project Plough-
shares in Waterloo.

He took over from Ernie Regehr, a
man whom he described as virtually
“irreplaceable” in his knowledge and
insight, this week.

Nevertheless, Siebert, 46, is game
to tackle his new job after a career in
the foreign service, consulting and
working for the United Church of
Canada.

Siebert said he is not planning any
immediate changes at Project
Ploughshares, an agency of the Cana-
dian Council of Churches that pro-
motes ways to resolve political con-
flict, build peace and prevent war.

“I anticipate taking a year or more
just to immerse myself in the work
and to find out what Project
Ploughshares is doing and has been

doing,” Siebert said.

Regehr, an officer of the Order of
Canada, co-founded Project
Ploughshares in 1976 and has been ex-
ecutive director for almost 30 years.

He had been due to retire in the fall
of 2006. However, Moira Hutchinson,
chair of the agency’s board, said he
wanted to focus more on policy re-
search and writing and have less re-
sponsibility for overall administra-
tion.

“He requested that we move up the
year of transition,” Hutchinson said.

Siebert has been appointed to as-
sume his job while Regehr will stay on
full-time as senior policy advisor until
October 2006 and continue in that role
part-time after that.

Siebert, a native and resident of
Vineland, is moving with his wife,
Carolyn Wiens, and their two children
to this community later this month.
He was selected by the board of Pro-
ject Ploughshares from more than 40
candidates.

Siebert graduated in 1982 with a

“God willing, I will catch on
... Project Ploughshares has
an incredible reputation””

JOHN SIEBERT,
NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF PROJECT PLOUGHSHARES

bachelor’s degree in political science
from the University of Winnipeg. He
served in Canada’s department of ex-

ternal affairs until 1986, which includ-
ed working in the United Nations divi-
sion in Ottawa. Later he was executive
assistant to Allan Gotleib, the former
ambassador to Washington.

Siebert then returned to his acade-
mic studies and earned a master’s de-
gree in theology from the University
of St. Michael’s College in Toronto.

After that, he worked as a consul-
tant primarily for church organiza-
tions involved in international devel-
opment, including Mennonite Eco-
nomic Development Associates in Wa-
terloo.

From 1992 to 1998, he served as pro-
gram officer for human rights and
aboriginal justice for the United
Church, and eventually returned to
consulting before being hired by Pro-
ject Ploughshares.

Siebert concedes he has nowhere
near the same experience as Regehr in
dealing with issues of war and peace .

“God willing, I will catch on,” he
said. “There was nobody more sur-
prised than me as I advanced through
the interview process . . . Project
Ploughshares has an incredible repu-
tation.”

Hutchinson said Siebert is being
“overly modest” and has “a strong

ability in project management, re-
search and policy analysis. Those
kinds of skills are transferable from
one area to another.”

Regehr said Siebert is a person of
high calibre and good experience.

“Any organization can use new
blood and energy,” he said. So it’s ter-
rific.”

In addition to his administrative
function, Siebert said he will eventu-
ally do research and writing, as well.

He’s thankful that he has Regehr
available for support.

He’s also looking forward to some
“friendship and mentoring” from two
key members of the Centre for Inter-
national Governance Innovation,
with whom his agency shares space in
the former Seagram museum in Wa-
terloo.

CIGI executive director John Eng-
lish is “a tremendous person,” he said.
And he’s keen on renewing acquain-
tance with senior research fellow Paul
Heinbecker, Canada’s former ambas-
sador to the United Nations.

Siebert said they served in Wash-
ington together when Heinbecker was
head of the Canadian embassy’s polit-
ical section.

pjalsevac@therecord.com

Sudanese
leaders
request
Canadian
support

By MAUREEN FINN
RECORD STAFF

WATERLOO REGION

aterloo Region’s Sudanese com-

munity is calling on Canada to
help avert more bloodshed in their
homeland.

Leaders in the local Sudanese com-
munity said they will send the federal
government a letter, pleading for its in-
volvement in achieving peace and
democracy in Sudan, later this week.

The community believes Canada
cares about Sudan and its people, said
Sunday Edward of Kitchener. He cited
as proof the Canadian government’s
decision to send a representative, Sena-
tor Mobina Jaffer of British Columbia,
to John Garang’s funeral Saturday.

“We want people to be aware of
what’s happening and Canada to help
control the situation in Sudan,” he
said.

Garang, the dominant voice of
south Sudan since 1983, who fought for
equality within the country, was killed
in a helicopter crash on July 30.

The crash, which also killed 12 oth-
ers, has been deemed an accident by
the Sudanese government and the Su-
dan People’s Liberation Movement —
Garang’s group — but an international
investigation is being conducted.

Garang died just three weeks after
taking office as first vice-president in
a unity government established under
a peace deal that ended 21 years of
war between the Arab Muslim-domi-
nated government and rebels in the
African Christian and animist south.
Two-million people died in the con-
flict.

Riots broke out in Khartoum and
some southern Sudan cities after
Garang died. Grief-stricken support-
ers of Garang have been rioting, an-
grily blaming the government for
their hero’s death, Edward said.

“The situation is now very, very
hostile,” said Manyang Kon of
Guelph.

The Sudanese community here
fears the violence that has followed
Garang’s death threatens the stability
of the peace deal.

“Sudanese Canadians want to
know what’s happening back home
and to help,” he said.

The letter to Ottawa will ask Cana-
da to use its influence to make sure
the peace is maintained. The letter
will also be sent to groups around the
world.

“We want to disperse information
to Sudanese people, telling them to be
peaceful and to not take what has hap-
pened personally or to reflect it here,”
said Frank Luri of Kitchener. He wor-
ries the current violence in Sudan will
have aripple effect.

“All Sudanese people living outside
Sudan should be calm and continue to
live and keep the peace that started in
January,” Kon said. “We need to look
forward to creating more peace.”

Garang’s deputy, Salva Kiir Ma-
yardit, was named as his successor in
the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment. He will be sworn in as first vice
president in Khartoum this week.

The local Sudanese community
will arrange a memorial service in ho-
nour Garang later this month.

The Sudanese state media reported
yesterday that Sudanese president
Omar al-Beshir has ordered an inves-
tigation into the recent deadly riots.

mfinn@therecord.com
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Wednesday, August 10" to

Thursday, August 11

save an extra D0%
kids’ clearance-priced fashions
Off our last ticketed prices.

save an extra 25%

women’s clearance-priced designer
fashions. Excludes IN.C & Alfani.
Off our last ticketed prices.

save an extra 10%
discontinued and clearance-
priced furniture. off our last ticketed prices.

- GLEARANGE UP 10 50%

save an extra 30%

e clearance-priced watches & jewellery

e clearance-priced accessories,
handbags and luggage

e women'’s clearance-priced sleepwear, robes,
daywear, fashion bras, panties & hosiery

* men’s & kids’ clearance-priced
sleepwear, socks & underwear

e women’s & men’s clearance-priced fashions
and denim. Excludes women’s designer fashions.

e women’s, men’s & kids’ clearance-priced
summer shoes and sandals

Off our last ticketed prices.

30t

electronics
on sale

up to DO %ff

® men’s swimwear

® TOGO™, MAC & JAC, JENNIFER MOORE and
NYGARD COLLECTION women’s selected
summer fashions. Includes Above Average.

50%ff

GLOBAL MIND® women’s and men’s
spring and summer fashions

40%-509%ff

women’s and men’s selected designer fashions
Includes women'’s petites & Above Average.

KO76355

Just a
>Click«
away

therecord.com

ADIDAS men’s
athletic fashions

® CALVIN KLEIN, PACIFIC
TRAIL and LEE
men’s casual pants,
dress shirts and ties

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced, Power Buys, Manager’s Specials, licensed departments, Home Studio, Liz Claiborne Home, Vera Wang, GlucksteinHome, Mantles home fashions
are excluded. When you see “POWER BUY” or “MANAGER’S SPECIAL” you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges
or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager’s Specials and items located in any “Style Outlet” in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store — no rainchecks or substitutions. When we say
“PRICE CUT”, we mean the existing everyday price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details.

A0t

NINE WEST, TOGO™, ROOTS,
MAC & JAC and POINT ZERO
women’s and men’s
selected sunglasses

)
women’s 25%1f 40t
) NYGARD COLLECTION HUSH PUPPIES
& men’'s and LIMITED EDITION BY men’s walking shoes
LONDON FOG women’s
i 30%ﬁ , selected fall fashions 35%ff
[ ¢ DIM women's . CALVIN KLEIN women’s
pagt¥hﬂie. socks jewellery, selected bras & panties
and tights .
| | e women’s shapewear, accessories 3o ff
i daywear and panties & shoes PERRY ELLIS & ESPRIT
e TOMMY HILFIGER 5 0 watches
DENIM, CK JEANS %ff 0
and POINT ZERO * PRINCIPLES® 10 Kt,, 14 Kt. ESCEEOQQE{;’(EOLES
women’s and men’s i ' ’
- - & 18 Kt. gold jewellery  naTyRALIZER & BROWN'S
fashions & denim . .
* luggage. Excludes items with | ANDING women’s
® REEBOK, NIKE & 99¢ & 97¢ price endings.

selected shoes
kids’
A0%ff

0SHKOSH infants’ & kids’
fashions and sleepwear

men’s & kids’ selected
underwear & sleepwear

@ower

$1499

159%#t

all strollers & travel systems

home
500%it

STEARNS & FOSTER
mattress sets

At

e LIZ CLAIBORNE &
NAUTICA towels

e HOUSE&HOME Ellipsis
pink and grey, Bistro green
and yellow dinnerware

2 0%t

HENCKELS. Includes cookware.

REEBOK men’s T-shirt
Comparable value $20

$1799
WONDERBRA 2-pair pack
panties. comparable value $30

$2499

REEBOK men’s golf polos
Comparable value $55

Manufacturers’ Special!

500t
10 Kt. gold, diamond &
gemstone fine jewellery

manager's JI[HR |
$/99

MEAD leather mocha sofa
Love seat & chair also available.

A el

rm,

10,ff

your purchases” all day at any of the Hbc Family
of stores when you open an Hbc account

*On approved credit only. Some exceptions apply. Ask a sales associate for details.
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