
POTENTIAL INTERVENTION
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Strict licensing of gun user 
and registration of gun

Global Arms Trade Treaty

Stockpile management

Global brokering treaty

Application of UN principles 
on use of force and firearms
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Life cycle of a gun 

international action network on small arms www.iansa.org   contact@iansa.org This is an illustrative diagram and is not intended to be comprehensive.
* Figures from the Small Arms Survey, Geneva.

MANUFACTURE
8 million* guns 

produced  
globally every 

year  

GUN 
DESTRUCTION
800,000* guns 

destroyed  
globally every 

year
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GENERAL MISUSE
• Assaults
• Homicide
• Suicide
• Accident, injuries
• Family violence
• Mass shootings
• Kidnapping
• Armed robbery
• Rape
• Threats, trauma

MISUSE BY MILITARY OR 
POLICE
Excessive use of force by 
police 
eg firing on crowds

ARMS 
BROKER 
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ORGANISED CRIME 
•  Guns obtained 

from domestic or 
international sources

GUN PASSES TO  
ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL 
• Sold, lost or stolen 
• Given or inherited

GUN OBTAINED LEGALLY 
BY INDIVIDUAL 
•  For sporting, hunting  

or self-protection

MILITARY & POLICE
•  New guns or surplus/

obsolete stocks
•  Supplied domestically or 

by international transfer

GUNS RETURN TO THE CYCLE
• Official restocking of police & 

military supplies

GUN RECOVERED  
BY AUTHORITIES

•  Post conflict 
disarmament

• Gun buyback
•  Guns seized by 

police

MISUSE DURING CONFLICT
•  Violations of human rights
• Torture
• Rape
• War crimes
Guns remain in use  
after conflict

ARMED GROUP 
• Guns stolen or looted
•  Supplied by government 

or international transfer
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